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/ 1. (Currently Amended) A method for selecting a canier for shipment of a 
•2- package from an origin to a destination based on earner specific delivery 
commitment information using a server, the method comprising: 

^ selecting, using the server, a service level supported by ttie cam'er for 
delivery of the package from the origin to the destination , 

^ selecting, using the server a class of service for delivery of the 
'7package, 

p- based upon the selected class of service for the package, using the 
^ server to determine rtntnrm i ninij a service column index value, 

based upon the service level supported by the cam'er for delivery of the 
// package from the origin to the destination and the determined service column 
/ T^index value, locating, using the server, a specific cell In a delivery commitment 
/3 matrix comprised of a plurality of ceils stored in the server wherein each cell 
I ''I contains delivery commitment Information for that carrier for the selected service 
1 5 level and selected class of service. 

[t reading, using the server^ said delivery commitment information for that 

/ / carrier from the specific cell, 

1*7 selecting the can-ier for shipment of the packag e, using the sen/er^ if the 
/I delivery commitment infomiabon for that camer from the specific cell 
-^conresponds to a desired delivery commitment for shipment of the package, 

Jvl verifying, using the server, said delivery commitment information relative 
y)Jo a real time clock to produce verified delivery commitment Information, 

If said verified delivery commitment Infomiation is at a time later than a 
pre-determlned cut-off time, posting a notification of said later time, and 

detemirning whether or not said selected carrier and/or said selected 
service level Is to be maintained or whether an alternative carrier and/or 
altematlve service level is to be selected. 
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I 11. (Currently Amended) A system for selecting a carrier for shipment of a 
Z- pacl<age from an origin to a destination based on canier specific commitment 
^ data comprising: 

Y a server: 

^ a Plurality of software components stored in the server, the plurality of 
software components comprising: 

y means for causing the sen/er to select e e le nt i ng a service level 

^ supported by the cam'er for delivery of the package from the origin to the 
<^ destination, 

iS means for causing the server to select ff t»iprt i nr | a class of service 

for delivery of the package. 

j 2^ means for causing th e sen/er to determine d otomn i ning a service 

column index value based upon the selected class of service for the 
package, 

means, based upon the service level supported by the earner for 
;^ delivery of the package from the origin to the destination and the 
y-^ determined service column index value, for causing the server to locate 
)^ teeating a specific cell in a delivery commitment matrix comprised of a 
/f plurality of cells stored in the server , wherein each cell contains delivery 
commitment information for that carrier for the selected service level and 
> / selected class of service , 

means for causing the sen/er to read H »adin^ said delivery 
commitment infomiation for that carrier from the specific cell, 

means for causing the sen/er to select ft AjActo^ the carrier for | 
Q^S shipment of the package if the delivery commitment infbmiaton for that 
^ ^ carrier from the specific cell conesponds to a desired delivery commitment 
^ 7 shipment of the package. 
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J2. means for causing the server a roa l timo c l ock to verify said 

2^ delivery commitment information using a real time clock to produce 

^0 verified delivery commitment information, and 

2 / means for causing the server to provide p estiag a notification of 

y 2^ said later time and determining whether or not said selected canier and/or 

said selected service level is to be maintained or whether an alternative 

^ ^( carrier and/or alternative service level is to be selected if said verified 

^ S delivery commitment Infomiatlon Is at a time later than a pre-determined 

^ Q> cut-off time. 
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Appln. No.: 09/411,125 

Amendment Dated June 17, 2004 

Reply to Office Action dated Feb. 20, 2004 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for d e t e rmining selecting a earner for shipment 
of a package from an origin to a destination based on carrier specific delivery 
commitmen t infomiation data for the chipmont of a pockago from, an orig i n to a 
d e st i nat i on by a earn e r, comprising th e st e ps of : 

(a) d e t e rm i n i ng th e d e stinat i on ar e a for th e packago bas e d upon i ts int e nd e d 
d e st i nation , 

(b) dotomiining tho selecting a service level supported by the canrier for 
delivery of the package from the origin to the destination area. 

(g) selecting dotormining a doc i rod class of service for delivery of the a 
packag o w i th rocpoct to i ts dolivory by tho carrier , 

(d) based upon the selected d e term i n e d class of service for the package, 
determining a service column index value, 

(e) based upon the service level supported by the carrier for delivery of the 
package from the origin to the destination afea and the determined service column 
index value c l ass of sorv i co dosirod . locating a specific c ell in a delivery commitment 
matri x comprised of a plurality of cells , wherein each cell contains the delivery 
commitment infomiation for that carrier for the selected sp e eifiod service level and 
selected class of service d e sir e d , and 

{{) reading said delivery commitment information for that carrier from fe p the 
specific spoc i fiod cell^ 

selecting the earner for shipment of the package if the delivery commitment 
information for that earner from the specific cell con^esponds to a desired delivery 
commitment for shipment of the package, 

verifying said delivery commitment information relative to a real time clock to 



(10037710.1 } 



Page S of IS 
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Reply to Office Action dated Feb. 20, 2004 

produce verified delivery commitment information. 

if said verified delivery commitment information is at a time later than a pre- 
determined cut-off time, posting a notification of said later time, and 

determining whether or not said selected canier and/or said selected service 
level is to be maintained or whether an alternative carrier and/or altemative service 
level is to be selected . 

2. (Cun-ently Amended) The A method of for dotorminino oanior cpocifio 
comm i tm e nt data as d e fined i n claim 1, wherein the service column index value 
va l u e s and class of service s e rv i c e s are maintained in a token map. 

3. Canceled. 

4. (Currently Amended) The A method of for dotorminino carrier cpocific 
comm i tmont data as dofinod i n claim 2, wherein service levels supported by a canier 
are maintained in a destination map, wherein for each destination afea supported by 
the earner^ information is stored in a location of the destination map related to the 
service level supported by the canier for that destination orcQ. 

5. (Cunrently Amended) The A method of for determ i ning oanrior cpocific 
commitm e nt data as dofinod i n claim 4, wherein the destination map has a location 
for each postal ZIP code and wherein a code is stored in e ach such the location for 
each postal ZIP code . 

6. (Cun*ently Amended) The A method of for determining camor cpQcific 
commitment data as dofinod i n claim 5, wherein a null code is stored in each 
destination map postal ZIP code location which is not supported by the canier. 

7-10. Canceled. 

11. (Currently Amended) A system for selecting a carrier for shipment of a package 
from an origin to a destination based on dotormininq canier specific commitment data 
for tho shipment of a package from an origin to a dost i nat i on by a carrier, comprising: 
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(a) moanc for dotormin i ng tho doctination oroa for tho packago boood upon ito 
i ntondcd dostinat i on, 

(b) means for selectino a d e t e rm i n i ng th e service level supported by the 
camer for deliverv of the package from the origin to the destination-area, 

(g) means for selecting d e t e rmining a d e s i r e d class of sen/ice for deliverv of 
thea package w i th r e sp e ct to i ts d eli v e ry by tho carrior , 

(d) means , bas e d upon tho determ i n e d class of s e n/ic e for th e packago, for 
determining a service column index value based upon the selected class of service 
for the package . 

(e) means, based upon the service level supported by the canierr for deliverv 
of the package from the origin to the destination area and the determined service 
column index value c l ass of s e rvioo dosirod . for_locating a specific cell in a delivery 
commitment matri x comprised of a pluralitv of cells , wherein each cell contains the 
delivery commitment information for that earner for the selected sp e cifiod sen/ice 
level and selected class of service d e sir e d , df)d 

<f) means for reading said delivery commitment information for that earner 
fromf oF the specific sp e c i fi e d cell^ 

means for selecting the carrier for shipment of the package if the deliverv 
commitment infomiation for that earner from the specific cell con^esponds to a desired 
deliverv commitment for shipment of the package, 

a real time clock to verify said deliverv commitment information to produce 
verified deliverv commitment information, and 

means for posting a notification of said later time and determining whether or 
not said selected canrier and/or said selected sen/ice level is to be maintained or 
whether an alternative eanier and/or alternative sen/ice level is to be selected if said 
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verified delivery commitment information is at a time later than a pre-detenmined cut- 
off time . 

12. (Currently Amended) The A system of f or dotonmin i nQ canrior CDOC i fic 
commitm e nt data a s d e fin e d I n claim 1 1 , wherein the service column index value 
values and class of service se rv i c e s are maintained in a token map. 

13. Canceled. 

14. (Cun-ently Amended) The A system of for d e torm i n i na carrier epoc i fic 
commitm e nt data as d e fin e d i n claim 12, wherein service levels supported by a 
earner are maintained in a destination map, wherein for each destination afea 
supported by the canier^ infomriation is stored in a location of the destination map 
related to the service level supported by the carrier for that destination-afea. 

15. (Currently Amended) The A system of for d e t e mi i n i no cani e r epocific 
comm i tm e nt data as d e fin e d in claim 14, wherein the destination map has a location 
for each postal ZIP code and wherein a code is stored in e ach such the location for 
each postal ZIP code . 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of A method for det e rmin i ng camor epocific 
comm i tm e nt data a s d e fin e d i n claim 15, wherein a null code is stored in each 
destination map postal ZIP code location which is not supported by the canrier. 

17-20. Canceled. 
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